Berkeley and London, University of California Press, 1975, 8vo, pp. x, 308, £11.70. The second half of the eighteenth century is one of the most fascinating periods in the history of medicine. The old ideas of disease etiology were crumbling and physicians searched phrenetically for a substitute. This they thought they had found in the several systems of medicine, the neural pathology, homeopathy, and in mesmerism, although the concept of anatomical pathology which was eventually to replace most of these did not reach full force until the early nineteenth century.
It follows that a book dealing with contemporary ideas of the Enlightenment (1740 to 1790) will be a useful work to provide a discussion of the background against which medical and scientific advancement took place. The This Guide can be easily used and it will prove to be an indispensable source of intimate insights into the giants of science in the second half of the nineteenth century. It will find its way into every library dealing with science and medicine and their histories.
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